
WEU Multinational Advisory Police Element (MAPE) in Albania 1997-2001 

In 1997, the WEU Council decided to send a Multinational Advisory Police Element to 

Albania, as part of the efforts undertaken in that country by the international 

community. 

MAPE acted within the city limits of Tirana. In 1998 MAPE enhanced its geographical 

coverage and increased its operational mobility. The mission expanded its training 

and advice to selected ministries, directorates and "low risk" police districts down to 

the operational unit level. MAPE’s strength was approximately 143 by mid-1999. 

MAPE Task and Activities 

- The primary aim of MAPE was to provide advice and train instructors 

- A key part of MAPE’s work was to provide advice to the Ministry of 

   Public Order on restructuring the Albanian police 

-  A new State Police Law was drawn up with MAPE’s support and 

   contained the foundations for building a democratic police to internationally 

   accepted standards 

- Approximately 3000 police officers were trained in the Tirana Training Centre 

  (Police Academy), in a second training centre in Durres and through field training    

  programmes 

Duration 

On 2nd of February 1999, the WEU Council approved plans for an enhanced MAPE 

mission with a mandate until April 2000. This mission was conducted by WEU at the 

request of the EU on the basis of an Article J.4.2 decision, enabling among other 

things a major part of the costs to be met from the EU budget. 

MAPE and the Kosovo Crises 

WEU’s mission played an important role during the Kosovo refugee crisis from April 

1999 by supporting the Albanian police in their responsibilities for receiving, 

registering, supervising and escorting refugees. MAPE maintained constant contacts 

with the Ministry of Public Order. WEU assisted the Albanians in setting up their own 

joint crisis centre and a 24-hour MAPE presence was provided to support them in its 

operations and decisions. MAPE teams were dispatched to Kukes, near the Kosovo 

border, to assist the police directorate there, as well as to the police directorates in 

Tirana and Durres. 

Termination 

MAPE Mission was terminated on 31st of May 2001. 

WEU MAPE Benchmarks 

- multinational, armed Police Mission in Albania 

- primary aim:  building a democratic police to internationally accepted standards 

- very high risk potential due to intensive political and criminal activities 

- German personnel in total: 21 Police Officers (NRW 12) 
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